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addition, music, poetry and literature, these flowers on the shrub of a people’s culture have blossomed
splendidly in the sun of the Catholic faith and today they belong to the whole world. They always drew
their inspiration from the spirit of religion.

The people believing in their temples found and find not only the appeasement of their strictly
religious demands, but at the same time, of their cultural needs. For it was here that they developed
their love for things that were beautiful, sublime and noble. Religion, especially in the Middle Ages
organized free individuals and various tribes into exemplary societies where the dignity and the value of
a person went hand in hand with the understanding of unity and the good of the nation. And how much
did faith do for culture and civilization, since it was the Church that taught and accustomed people to
work in the fields and at various trades.

The religious communities of the Trappists, Cistercians, Benedictines and the Franciscans settled
in the forests, in the woods and in the marshlands. They cleared the forests, planted orchards, drained
great areas of swamplands and cultivated fields for farming. They produced cheeses, butter, olives and
chocolates. They also produced beer, wines and liqueurs. They taught carpentry, flour-milling,
blacksmithing, and so on. In time, the monasteries became centers of farming culture and for home
crafts.

The Church always worked that way and can’t work otherwise because it is not only concerned
with the glory of God but also with the usage and good of man. Tertulian was correct when the wrote:
“Those who say that the teachings of Christ is an enemy of the State, let them give such soldiers as are
prepared by this religion; let them give such subjects, married couples, parents, sons, lords, servants,
kings and judges; and finally such treasury officials and tax-payers as the Christian religion teaches them
to be —and then let them say that this religion is an enemy of the Republic. If it is different, let them not
hesitate. Instead of fighting against it, they should name it a strong mainstay of the State.”

The entire history of the Church and its institutions, monasteries, convents, schools, hospitals
and shelters identify with the history of true civilization and real progress. In the presence of this fact
that glares in our eyes, who can still claim that religion stifles culture and prevents progress? Or, that
religion with its impractical commands turns away and draws man’s attention and effort away from
earthly matters?

Just as it was once before, so even today religion is often considered as an enemy of social life
and material progress and educational, literary, artistic culture and all culture in general. Why does that
happen? Because religion is primarily the culture of the spirit and that has not always pleased
everybody, nor does it even until today. Because true progress is not only science and a machine but
above all else it is the spiritual development of man. The world loses the soul. It has achieved a stunning
in science and technology but it has made no account of, has ignored, has overlooked the absolute
necessity of moral progress. It is true that technology has flourished and it seems to have reached the
boundaries of possibilities; discovery after discovery, and one is more mind-boggling than the other.

The perfection of the machine — since today everything is done with machinery; man just
presses buttons, he attends only to the motors, he manages them and they do the rest for him.
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Everything is mechanized; a journey, a flight, making oneself understood over great distances by
telephone, by radio and by television. Man has freed the powerful forces of nature for his own use, has
harnessed them for work; the forces of water, air, the hidden forces of electricity and magnetism. Man
has probed the sea, conquered space and smashed the atom. But, what did man do with all of these
discoveries? Because of them, did he become better and more honorable? Radar and the atomic bomb,
is that progress?

All of these discoveries are and will be progress if, at the same time man will grow so that no
two-footed creature who just came down out of a tree will make use of these discoveries, but the spirit
ruling over material . . . otherwise, these materials will become the master of man and will cast him into
a musty swamp.

The atomic bomb hangs as an evil omen over mankind. It will continue to hang there as long as
or until some new discovery of something to counteract it and in reality to employ the moral law. If not,
this freeing of the human beast, because the rational one will be more dangerous. Scientific technology
in the most minute details for the organized destruction of entire nations will be planned and put into
action. Then the Dante-like scenes of Majdanek, Auschwitz, Dachau and other camps of death will be
repeated. This is because progress in knowledge and science without an equal progress in morality, is
fire, it poses great danger.

World War Il should be a severe warning. It showed in the most glaring fashion what happens
when there is the development of strict sciences and their technological adaptation in nations that
renounce religion and all moral principles. They either don’t know how or they don’t want to adapt their
conquests of knowledge, but they are always ready to abuse others in ways that are cruel, abominable,
brutal and bloodthirsty. People just don’t realize the enormity of this danger which threatens them if
the development of science and technology will not move ahead in union with man’s upbringing on the
basis of the moral law.

We must remember and remind ourselves that the smashing of the atom was not the work of
big industry, but of a long, drawn out study. Huge factories with heavy machinery are not needed for
this but the small room of an educated person is sufficient. A small group of people who possess the
secret of atomic energy would be able to paralyze, totally incapacitate and totally wipe out the nations
of the world. Professor M. Wolfke who was educated in Poland, wrote this about three years ago: “The
best means of help, calculated in years, is the bringing up of such a spiritually-minded person who would
have such a character that he would always act according to his conscience and would live by such
principles, that he would never be capable of using these scientific findings for criminal purposes.”

Everyone who has eyes and has not lost his mind, sees and realizes that a person’s moral
progress is necessary and this is impossible without religion. Otherwise, mankind descends into madness
and we were witness of such madness in World War Il. We see symptoms of this madness even today.
Technology has introduced everything into a mad movement and speed. People live nervously and are
constantly chasing after something. These nerves must be calmed. Otherwise, they really become
tangled and break. If there are no strong restraints and moral strength in the person, it must be
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substituted by something else. A person would rather run away from such a nervous reality. But where
to? There is no place. What is left to him? Infinite pleasure and drunkenness.

From among mental sicknesses this is one. It is known as schizophrenia which consists of a
disconnection of personalities. A person having this sickness imagines himself as someone else instead
of who he really is. Modern societies fell victim to such a sickness. The peak of this aberration is the use
of narcotics, alcohol, cocaine and so on. It demonstrates a general momentum to entertainment and
amusements and an inclination to use everything that so perfectly agrees with the passion of
remembered speed with that nervousness of present times. Is there any possible way out of this
madness? Must this entire production of science and technology be destroyed? Just we destroy all of
our machinery and return to the stick and stone, the tools of the first man? Should we burn all of our
books and tools of science and place all of our scholars behind bars? Not at all! The only thing that is
forbidden is under no pretense to neglect the moral progress and the culture of the consciences and
hearts of people.

Daniel Rops writes: “All of these scientific discoveries must be baptized and sanctified. Religion
must again become an integral part of the life of every individual, every nation and all of humanity. It is
through religion and faith in God that we must rescue man, the nation and all of humanity. We cannot
forget, even for a moment, that with the disappearance of religion, man also disappears. Christian
civilization does not scorn or despise man, but at the same time, it does not divinize him, nor does it put
man on a throne, nor on the altar. It does not separate faith in him from faith in God. World civilization,
along with that of machinery, by not recognizing God, deprived man of his true worth and dignity,
causing him to fall prey to the forces and powers of nature which man freed but does not know how to
control. With the downfall of religion, not only man, but entire nations disappear. | saw faith at the
cradle in all the nations, but unbelief was always present at their coffins.”

Therefore, the task and duty of every Catholic in these present times is especially: “Not to avoid
the world and people and then await the end. Our task and duty is to introduce the truth and teachings
of Christ into our lives and to carry them into all today’s nooks and corners of our exuberant lives from
which God had been removed for our personal loss.” Our assignment is: “To be part-owners of the
world, but not of the mistake,” as Tertulian asserted. We are not permitted to disregard the
achievements of learning and science or belittle technology. We are not permitted to disregard the
fruits of the works of God but we must look for the thought of God and the law of God in everything. We
should not separate ourselves from the masses, who in their rush for the necessities of life, overlook
God and trample the laws of God.” As Tertulian reminds us: “Do not avoid the market place, the trade
centers, the baths, the inns and taverns, the workshops, forays, the fairs and bazaars . . . serve in the
army, cultivate your land, carry on your business, do your selling . . .” “Your life as a manager, as a
politician, progress, culture and civilization — bring morality into all of these and Christianize these
activities.” However, before we begin to do this work to reform others, we must first begin with
ourselves. Every one of us must become a deep believer. We must live this faith because without such
faith and witness of it, our words and actions will be empty and worthless. It is only then that we can
transform our environment, our factories, stores, streets, recreation areas, sports arenas, schools,
cabinets and study halls so that everything would first serve God and then men.
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The Catholic Church has always been attacked and persecuted, and that is because it is both
godly and human. It is godly, because its mission includes supernatural principles. It is based on
supernatural principles, it is not organized as though this world was to be everything for people. The
Church exists among the States of this world that were organized on the basis that were completely
human and purely natural. Commerce, finance, agriculture, education, science, the arts, and research
and the entire scope of human activity, all of these matters are carried out from a position that is purely
natural. This consists of almost all of the knowledge of modern scholars.

Modern governments announce the principle that they are neither for religion nor against
religion. Religion is considered a private matter which pertains only to the individual.

Now the Church teaches that religion is a foundation on which is built man, family, society,
nations and the entire world. Those who build and depend on natural foundations are building on
shifting sands. Because religion stems from a supernatural Source, it meets with opposition, objections
and various attacks from the sides of certain so-called progressives. The progressives of the twentieth
century will pass into the past. The Church, in spite of everything, will always remain young, alive,
progressive and defending the true culture and knowledge.
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November 28, 1948
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

| had already written out a talk for today about how religion helps us to bear life’s sufferings,
when | received a letter from a woman in Chicago, who among other things, informed me in this
manner: “l am a modern woman. My parents sent me to study in Paris. In Poland, they fed me religion,
but in France, they fed us learning and science. They enlightened our intellect and developed our minds
with theories of modern progress. In this way they lit up the views of young people on the secrets of
study and they spread the knowledge of the secrets of study and daily life.

Your Church is nothing more than the mother of slavery, and your religion obstructs and
hampers the freedom which demands the intelligence and dignity of a person. How can someone who
professes your faith be considered a free man if he must keep to a certain routine which was forced
upon him in childhood? He is not permitted to worship God in any way which he chooses or in whatever
church he chooses. Neither is he able to attend these or other services which happen to be more to his
taste. On Fridays he is forced to abstain from all meat dishes. Mornings and evenings he is forced to
repeat some well-worn prayers as if God didn’t know how to help Himself.

A Catholic is not only burdened with the laws of God, but also with laws of the Church.
He must go to church on certain days and there is a certain time when he must go to confession. His
religion hampers his freedom in his speech as well as in his actions. This religious system oppresses a
person both in his speech as well as in his actions and chokes a free man. It makes a slave of a person
who then loses the ability and the strength of managing anything intellectually or physically. A man of
your faith cannot talk about modern progress because your church is stiff and cold and he must defend
certain laws and privileges in order to maintain his standing with authorities and not to lose control over
the crowds of unenlightened, docile simpletons.

You Catholics demand that every person should forget that he has his own intelligence which
yearns for knowledge, and you demand and teach some sort of blind obedience to the infallible
authority of one person. What did religion do for science and culture? Does it help man to advance? It
pushed him back not only to the dark Middle Ages but even back to Biblical times. Let him believe
whoever he wants to. On the banners of my life, | prefer to see: “Science — Culture — Progress!”

With this, | discontinue any further reading of the correspondence of this so-called
progressive woman from Chicago, because even her letter paper blushes from the abuse such as no
decent, gentlewoman would dare to pollute her lips and her tongue. Instead of expressing my
indignation over this, | wrote the following talk entitled:

RELIGION — PROGRESS — CULTURE

The word progress is almost on the lips of every person today. Everybody talks about, writes
about and debates progress. Such are our present times. Therefore, what is the meaning of this word
which has such drawing power and so enchants both young and old alike? In the dictionary, | find this
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definition: “progress is that gradual movement, constantly higher and farther; a growth, an increase in
perfection, a development, an improvement or betterment, making more perfect.” Progress, therefore,
means to move forward. Just the movement, even if it were done most quickly, does not yet mean
progress. | will prove it. Somebody from Buffalo wants to go to Niagara Falls. He goes to the railroad
station and gets on a train that is headed for New York. Despite the fact that the train is traveling full
speed ahead, this traveler is not making progress. Rather, he will be withdrawing, because this
movement or this ride is taking him farther and farther away from his goal.

Progress is a movement; it is a change for the better; to progress from here means that which is
being perfected. The progress of an individual person depends on his being brought to perfection, his
coming closer to the ideal, or that he progresses that much which makes him better. And what is that
ideal, that ideal person? It is a person whose typically human capabilities, namely his intellect and free
will are fully developed.

The progress of an individual person depends on the enrichment of his intellect through truth
and of his free will through good works. It is only man, among so many creatures who can think and
want. The more he perfects himself in one manner or another, the closer does he come to his ideal. If
then, as some people insist that the Church or religion is the enemy of progress, they must then
definitely prove that the Church or religion poses difficulties or obstructs the human mind from
accepting truths and the human will from evaluating good and evil. Up until now, even during the past
twenty centuries, no one has been able to do and no one will ever be able to do. Finally, the Church
through its lofty and noble teachings, along with the Sacraments, the sacramental along with its rites
and prayers contributes most effectively to moral development, hence to the progress of both, the
intellect and the will power of man.

The intellect needs the truth, and the will power of man seeks goodness just like a fish needs
water to swim and a bird needs the air in order to fly. However, this truth and this goodness must be
real and not only apparent. An apparent truth is essentially false, a falseness which man can neither
improve upon nor perfect. The same thing proves true concerning an apparent good. An apparent truth
and an apparent good can neither enrich nor ennoble a man, just like a forged banknote and false
money do not enrich a person who has stuffed his pockets with them. Such a person can imagine that he
is a rich man, but in reality, is he really rich?

In the same way, whoever judges that he is on the right path, but in reality is traveling the
wrong path, that person will never reach his destination. He is not making any progress and even if he is
doOing this unknowingly, he is constantly retreating. But, for every recognition of a new truth or the
deepening of a truth already known and every good work is a step in the right direction and moves us
ahead, ennobling and perfecting us.

When I speak of truth, | am not referring only to truths that were revealed, but to truths gained
in general, whether through research by the intellect, by personal experience or by the witness of
credible people. There is no craft, there is no industry, there is no artistic activity in which in order to
gain a certain skill for themselves, people must rely in faith in the authority of the teacher. In all these
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activities, we believe in and accept the advice and suggestions of competent people. Thus faith
outweighs knowledge in all human matters so that there are no signs that people would be able to get
by without faith even in the development of human thoughts and scientific research.

How then can belief in the authority of people be a hindrance in the development of the mind
and will of a person? True, there are certain instances in which the Church demands surrendering to its
authority, but this neither offends the dignity of man nor does it restrain him from further development.
Itis in such instances that man is safeguarded from making mistakes. Therefore it presents a truth to
man’s intellect and every truth moves the man forward, making him better.

Certain people, because someone believes and lives according to these beliefs, conscientiously
conforming his private and public life to these beliefs, dare to call him and others like him backward and
rusty remnants of the past, while they, at the same time, pretend to be and call themselves the apostles
of knowledge, progress and civilization. They attribute to themselves all that the human minds have
discovered for the benefit and for the use of man. This is what a certain French scholar wrote
concerning this situation: “It is when such a progressive who has a superficial education is seated
comfortably in an electric train that is speeding through the streets that are lighted by the golden light
of Edison’s lamps, or when his thoughts exceed the fastest trains and ships and he sends them over the
wires of cables to America and Australia even to the other end of the world. Upon noticing a priest
passing by, he smiles and shrugs his shoulders . . . thinking with contempt of the past Middle Ages . . . he
speaks of the backwardness and clerical stupidity . . . while he considers himself a so-called educated
progressive. Meanwhile, if he were truly educated, then he would know that there would not have been
any telephones, any telegraphs, nor any of all of these comforts which electricity provides, if such
people as Volta, Ampere, Galvani and Ohm did not turn the light of their own stroke of genius on this
force of nature which is called electricity. All of these men were enlightened by faith, were deeply
convinced of their faith and they were led and encouraged by faith to continue their research and
discoveries; if he knew that these men would never have accomplished what they did if it were not for
their faith. Therefore, this faith, this Catholic faith, was of some use to them who scorn it today.

If they would have thought, but they don’t want to think, or they can’t think; they probably
don’t know, they are ignorant and that is why they despise them. Such are the so-called progressives not
the true progressives.

“I am a person of independent convictions, even though | do not make a display of this,” wrote
Boleslaus Prus. “No dogma, no formula constrains me. | can every boldly tell you do not undermine
religion wherever it exists, since religion is an important organ of life in society. Don’t make sport of
unbelief, for with that game, for many years, if not generations, you can cause rot in the Fatherland.”
“Even today, there are spinning before our eyes great crowds of miserable characters, entire divisions of
people sick of a lack of will power whose multiplication we cannot ascribe to the propaganda of a
materialistic philosophy.”

The scholar and inventor Pictet wrote: “The ideas given to young people in the name of lessons,
began to sprout in them to give its fruit. Those unfortunate young people believe that everything that
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happens in the world is a necessary result and fatal cause on which their will has not influence. These
youth are convinced that their own personal existence is a plaything of implacable necessity to which
their tied hands and feet are chained. Then, having met up with their first bigger obstacle, they cease
fighting for they do not believe in themselves and in their own powers.

| have met such living corpses in schools and in laboratories and it was difficult for me to even
look at them. Therefore, one must remember well that Christianity in general, and in particular,
Catholicism has expended every effort for this purpose, namely to awaken, expand and strengthen the
will of the people. Confession, obedience, fasting and a variety of mortifications plus many other means
all lead to the development and strengthening of the will. Therefore, even this one detail adds
imperishable value to Christianity and to Catholicism and should encourage a guarded treatment of
religion which possesses yet one other advantage in the idea of an Almighty God who is all-present, all-
knowing, all-seeing, just and merciful. It gave its believers the most beautiful, eternal ideal, an
inexhaustible model for imitation.” Thus wrote Pictet, a person who was a non-believer, but was a
thinker, was sensible and was a man of good will.

The general objection made to religion is that it slackens human progress, it does not care about
the culture of life, it constantly pulls man away from the affairs of this world and directs his vision and all
of his efforts towards goals that modern progressives insist are lifeless, relics of the past and not real.
They insist that faith handicaps a person, deprives him of energy which he could use for the progress
and material welfare of himself and of his neighbor. Meanwhile, religion interferes with its commands
and prohibitions. “Don’t do what you are not permitted; that is forbidden also what other is
commanded.” Wherever you move, wherever you turn, signs appear: “Not allowed; not permitted;
prohibited.” Time after time, the ears of a believing Catholic are assailed by the motto: “Seek ye first the
Kingdom of God and His justice . . . do not be concerned about what you will eat or what you will drink.
Seek ye that which is above, and not that which is here on earth.” It is only because Catholics usually
make little of the various confusing slogans, appeals and commands and that is why they somehow
maintain themselves on this earth. Or we didn’t hear this during the time of World War II: “If it wasn’t
for your religion of love” we wouldn’t be so beaten always and so maltreated as has happened
repeatedly to us in our history because we would not allow it .. .” For what other things that happened
is religion blamed for? It is more or less as it was in the first centuries when all the misfortunes were
attributed to the Christians. If the Tiber River flooded, if the heavens gave no rain, if the drought burned
up all of the crops, if a pestilence decimated the people, the infuriated crowds roared: “Throw the
Christians to the lions! They are guilty of these plagues and misfortunes!”

For years, for it was in the nineteenth century that the French and the Germans, “the pioneers
of culture and progress,” slandered the Church and called it “the dark city” and “the seat of all darkness
and backwardness.” Now, in present times, aren’t similar accusations heard? “The Church, it's a
reaction, it’s from the Middle Ages, it is stagnant, it is lifeless and life moves forward . . . progress . . .
technology . . . knowledge . . . culture . . . to acquire the intelligence of people . .. we can’t be left behind
... we must pursue the spirit of the time.” Such cries are not novelties. We know where they originate
and where they come from. Let’s consider them quietly, impartially and see how this entire affair
presents itself: “Are the Church and religion truly set as enemies of culture and progress? Are they in
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reality restraints and obstacles to knowledge and education? | am reaching back into history. What does
it tell us in this matter?”

This is what | read: “There were times when the Church was the only guardian of culture, the
advocate for the arts, the promulgator of education. Modern culture arose from Christianity. Since there
are some who deny the Christian religion, they are however, drawing out and living from those values
and from those goods which Christianity, or strictly speaking, the Catholic Church brought into the
history of the human race.

The Catholic religion brought under its control the wild and barbaric people who set up their
settlements on the ruins of the ancient Roman Empire. They attribute their entire culture to the Church
which taught them and brought them up. Schools arose under the protection of the Church —
elementary schools, middle schools and higher education schools, academies, colleges, grammar schools
and universities. The Church taught reading and writing; it set up libraries and saved books from being
destroyed. It preserved ancient writings, manuscripts or handwritten documents all were saved for
future generations. The Church, throughout all the ages, has always and everywhere supported science
and learning. The scholars and the teachers in those first centuries were almost exclusively religious.

And to whom does architecture owe its flowering? To religious thoughts! To this very day, the
marvelous masterpieces of stone and brick in which human geniuses incorporated their longings, desires
and aspirations, still amaze architects with their immensity, splendor and beauty. To this very day,
architects and builders travel to Rome, Milan, Assisi and Padua in order to feast their eyes and refresh
their soul with the sights of the basilicas.

And what should | say of that Gothic pearl, our Panna Maria in Cracow? In comparison with
theses, the Goliaths which were created by modern worldly thinkers are sterilized, deprived of any
religious context, those godly elements which directed the drawing of the plans and the sketches of
these cathedrals towards the glory of God, the Blessed Mother and the saints.

What kind of modern style do we look at in times of material progress? Factory halls or heavy,
box-like blocks of flats; monotony, lack of variety, uniformity, heaviness — just like the heaviness and
stiffness of a Prussian infantryman. Everything is mechanized, an expression and a reprint or picture of
the real feverish life of today that is nervous and unquiet. There is a lack of spirit, a lack of the spirit of
God.

And what of the art of sculpture; the paintings; the wood-carving? Step into the first better
museum in whatever country. Visit the museums in all the countries. Everywhere you will find great
works of religious art; sculptures of marble, of stone, of granite, of wood, of ivory and of metals. There
are immortal works which have brought world fame to these artists.

A deep faith also radiates from these canvasses and walls on which painters spread their
creative powers. In reality, they are a rainbow or a multicolored prayer of man who by means of his
imagination and thought reached out to heaven and from there brought beauty down to earth. In
particular, the Blessed Mother was the beloved theme of artistic efforts of painters of all times. In




